
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, September 2, 2015. Present were 

Nancy J. Maloney, Chairman; Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk; Jerry D. Lawrence, Member. Also 

present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened in the Selectmen’s 

Meeting Room in Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Also present during this time were: 

 

Sgt. Chris Werner Liquor License Agent 

Ms. Malrene Karam, owner, Marogeo, Inc, dba Nara Hookah Lounge 

Mr. Forest Broman, 180 East Street 

Mr. Steve Hobbs, 137 East Street  

Town Accountant Ann MacNaughton 

Mr. David Cedrone, WATD 

 

The Board discussed holding a Special Town Meeting. Mr. Gagne recommended holding the 

meeting on Monday, October 26. He stated that the Auditorium of the new Middle-Senior High 

School is available. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to hold a Special Town Meeting on Monday, October 26 at 7:00 p.m. 

Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of July 15, 2015. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to accept for review the minutes of August 12, 2015. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board discussed Strategic Planning. Chairman Maloney reviewed the team leaders for each 

goal. She noted that Goal 1 concerning updating the Master Plan did not yet have a team leader. 

Mr. Lawrence volunteered to co-lead Goal 3 relative to sidewalks, trails and pedestrian crossings 

with Dr. Rev. Carol Ashton. The Board agreed to solicit volunteers once again and to have Team 

leaders provide action plans and/or updates on the progress of their goal on November 4. 

 

Chairman Maloney then read the public hearing notice for the application of Marogeo, Inc, dba 

Nara Hookah Lounge for change of location from 3 South Main Street to 1 South Main Street, 

change of hours and change of license type to add a Cordials and Liqueurs Permit. 

 

At 7:15 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the public hearing.  Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Ms. Marlene Karam, owner of Marogeo, Inc, stated that they purchased the building so they are 

requesting to move to the other side of the building because there is more space. She said that 

they will be renting the space they currently occupy at 3 South Main Street. 

 



Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the request of Marogeo, Inc, dba Nara Hookah Lounge to 

change location from 3 South Main Street to 1 South Main Street for the Beer and Wine liquor 

license and for the Entertainment license. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board discussed the request for a cordials and liqueurs permit. 

 

At 7:16 p.m., Mr. Dean Hardy, 96 Beacon Street, entered the room. 

 

Chairman Maloney asked why Ms. Karam had not originally applied for a full liquor license 

when they first applied. Ms. Karam said that the karate school is no longer neighboring the 

facility. 

 

Mr. Moreira asked if anyone under age 21 comes to the Lounge. Ms. Karam stated that the 

customers are all 21 years old or older. Mr. Lawrence noted that there are restrictions on the 

license that preclude those under age 21 from coming to the establishment when alcohol is being 

served. Ms. Karam said that from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. it is 18 years old and up and that after 

8:00 p.m., they only allow 21 and up. 

 

Sgt. Chris Werner gave a report to the Board. He said that the stance of the Police Department 

has not changed since the last hearing and that they still recommend denial of the liquor license. 

He said their main contention concerned the upgrading of the liquor license from Beer and Wine 

to add Cordials and Liqueurs. Sgt. Werner stated that the proposed menu offers some appetizers 

but that the area will not have a full kitchen.  

 

Sgt. Werner then discussed the receipts from the Hookah Lounge. He said that tobacco sales 

must be at least 51% of the business and that in going through the receipts, it is currently 60% 

tobacco and 40% beer, wine, and retail food. Sgt. Werner said that he was concerned that adding 

cordials and liqueurs and increasing the food available will change that. 

 

Mr. Forrest Broman of 180 East Street asked if there was a regulation mandating that there be at 

least 51% tobacco sales. Mr. Lawrence said that the state requires that 51% of sales be from 

tobacco in order for an establishment to qualify as a smoking room. Mr. Broman asked if there 

had been any disorderly problems associated with drunk patrons. Sgt. Werner stated that there 

had not been any problems or complaints since the Karate studio left the building. He said there 

were no problems with the clientele. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated that the Board could only grant a cordials and liqueurs permit if they also 

granted a Common Victualler license to the business. He stated that he advised that the Board 

consider the application for a Common Victualler license before voting on the cordials and 

liqueurs permit. 

 

The Board discussed the request for a Common Victualler’s license. Mr. Gagne stated that the 

existing facility does not have a kitchen, which is something required by a Common Victualler 

license. Ms. Karam stated that she is planning to add a small kitchen and that her hearing before 

the Board of Health for food service permits is the next morning. 

 



Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Common Victualler license subject to pending 

satisfactory completion of requirements set forth by the Building Inspector and subject to 

approval by the Board of Health. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that there are multiple other requests from Marogeo, Inc., including a change of 

hours request and a request to allow patrons under 21 while alcohol is being served, in addition 

to the cordials and liqueurs permit. 

 

Mr. Lawrence noted that he visited the Nara Hookah Lounge and saw at least six to eight groups 

of people turned away because they were not 21 years old or older. He said that he could see this 

as detrimental to the business. 

 

At 7:30 p.m., Mr. Jim Benson, 35 South Street, entered the room. 

 

Mr. Lawrence discussed the set up of the lounge and how alcohol service could be easily 

managed with instituting wristbands for those ages 21 and older. Ms. Karam stated that if there is 

only one 21-year old in a group, they would decline alcohol service. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to not restrict the hours of the Common Victualler license. Seconded by 

Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that patrons must be ages 18 and older, with those 21 years old and 

older receiving a wristband supplied by the owner to designate legal drinkers. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to amend the hours of alcohol service to Sunday through Saturday, 4:00 

p.m. to 1:00 a.m. with last call at 12:30 a.m. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

The Board noted that both the Police Department and the Town Administrator were not in favor 

of the Board granting the cordials and liqueurs permit. Mr. Lawrence stated that he would be in 

favor of a six-month probationary period. 

 

Discussion continued regarding how the Department of Revenue oversees sales. Sgt. Werner 

commented that the receipts generated do not specify taxation attributed to the various types of 

items being sold, as the taxes are different. 

 

Mr. Gagne discussed his reasoning for not being in favor of the cordials and liqueurs permit 

being awarding to the Nara Hookah Lounge. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED not to grant the cordials and liqueurs permit. There was no second and the 

motion died. 

 

Chairman Maloney MOVED to grant the cordials and liqueurs permit to Marogeo, Inc., dba 

Nara Hookah Lounge. Seconded by Mr. Lawernce and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, no; 

Lawrence, yes. 



 

At 7:47 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to close the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Lawernce and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

At this time, Sgt. Werner and Ms. Karam left the room. 

 

Mr. Dean Hardy, 96 Beacon Street, presented his request to the Board to install five lights at the 

Cocheset Memorial Veterans Park. He said that the lights would be donated by the Department 

of Corrections and that he has already asked neighbors for their support. 

 

Mr. Lawrence stated that the light must be dimmed down or face downward as uplighting is no 

longer allowed. He suggested that a cap be painted on the lights to prevent light pollution. Mr. 

Lawrence asked if the lights would be on all night long. Mr. Hardy stated that like the lights 

already there, the lights would go on once it was dark and then go off during sunrise. Mr. 

Moreira asked if Mr. Hardy would be bearing the cost. He said that he would. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted 

unanimously.  

 

At 7:53 p.m., Mr. Alfred Burgo, owner of ICU Auto-Marine Solutions, and Mr. Joe Palmeiri, 

owner of 651 North Elm Street, entered the room. At this time, Mr. Hardy left the room. 

 

Mr. Alfred Burgo discussed his plans to locate at 651 North Elm Street for ICU Auto-Marine 

Solutions. Chairman Maloney stated that work on boats and marine repair are not allowed per the 

Zoning By-Laws. Mr. Lawrence stated that the lot is a pre-existing non-conforming use and that 

the Board is unable to allow work other than what is already existing. 

 

There was discussion regarding maintaining aesthetics in the area due to its residential 

surroundings. 

 

Discussion continued regarding detailing work and that the building must be outfitted with 

appropriate receptacles to keep the water. 

 

Mr. Burgo stated that he is withdrawing his application for a garage repair license. 

 

At 7:58 p.m., Mr. Burgo and Mr. Palmieri left the room. 

 

Mr. Forrest Broman, 180 East Street, discussed the Local Historic District Study Committee’s 

scheduled events for the process of establishing a local historic district. Mr. Moreira discussed 

reservations about not including an opt-out clause.  

 

There was discussion regarding the role of the overseeing authority on the district. Mr. Broman 

stated that the proposed Historic District Commission would only vote on major changes to 

homes that would be seen from the street. Mr. Broman stated that the Massachusetts Historic 

Commission recommends against including opt-out clauses and that they devised a by-law based 

on those recommendations. Mr. Lawrence said that every time a major change comes to Town, 



residents ask for preservation. He said that establishing a local historic district aligns with those 

ideals. Mr. Broman said that there is an appeals process outlined in the by-law as well. 

 

Chairman Maloney then reviewed the dates for upcoming hearings and meetings for the Local 

Historic District Study Committee.   

 

There was no further discussion. 

 

At 8:11 p.m., Mr. Broman, Mr. Benson, and Mr. Hobbs left the room. 

 

Mr. Lawrence discussed the proposal by Mr. Hardy. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to waive any electrical or building permit fees that may apply for 

installation of the lights at the Cocheset Memorial Park. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Chairman Maloney read a proclamation establishing September as Childhood Cancer Awareness 

Month. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to sign the proclamation. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Chairman Maloney stated that Town Hall will be lit up in gold light at night to observe 

Childhood Cancer Awareness month. 

 

Chairman Maloney then discussed that at this year’s Appreciation Day Cookout, the Board 

recognized Selectman Moreira for his longtime service to the Town. Mr. Lawrence discussed 

Mr. Moreira’s previous election votes garnered and information about his tenure. Chairman 

Maloney read a proclamation naming the street connecting the Highway Fleet Center to North 

Main Street as Eldon Moreira Way. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to sign the proclamation and to officially designate the roadway from 

the Highway Fleet Center to North Main Street as Eldon Moreira Way. Seconded by Chairman 

Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, abstain; Lawrence, yes. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter of recommendation from Highway and Vehicle Maintenance 

Superintendent Leonard Graf recommending the appointment of Mr. Brandon Fillipini as a 

Highway Laborer. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Mr. Brandon Fillipini to the Highway Department at Step 1 

subject to successful completion of a DOT physical and drug testing. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence 

and so voted unanimously.  

 

The Board reviewed notification from Ms. Colleen McGettrick that she is not interested in 

reappointment to the Recycling Committee.  

 



Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the notification and to send a letter of thanks for her service. 

Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter of resignation from Mr. Josh Freitas from the Cultural Council. Mr. 

Lawrence MOVED to accept the resignation and to forward a letter of thanks for his service. 

Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a site plan review and special permit application for 254 and 256 Pleasant 

Street for a Contractor’s Offices and Storage Yard.  

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to consider aesthetics for the area and to beautiful the front of the 

building. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a request from the Lions Club for a one-day beer and wine license on 

Sunday, September 13 from Park Day. Mr. Lawrence recused himself from the vote and the 

discussion.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to grant the one-day liquor license to the Lions Club on the occasion of 

Park Day and to waive the fee associated with a one-day license. Seconded by Chairman 

Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, recused.  

 

The Board reviewed a request from the Knights of Columbus to solicit donations from area 

businesses between October 16, 2015 and October 18, 2015 for mentally handicapped children. 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the request provided that they notify the Police Department 

and/or the Selectmen’s Office of their locations. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Lawrence stated that the billboard had donated a slide 

for West Bridgewater, that says “West Bridgewater – a great place to live, learn, work and play.” 

He said they also donated a slide to the Park Day Committee advertising that event. 

 

Mr. Lawrence stated that Park Day would take place on Sunday, September 13 at War Memorial 

Park. 

 

Chairman Maloney noted that the Middle/Senior High School Ribbon Cutting is on Saturday, 

September 12. 

 

Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator’s Report. He said that MassDOT had responded to the 

Town’s request that street signs in the Center of Town be maroon. He said that he had asked the 

Highway Superintendent to include a Town Seal on an example and that he did so in both color 

and black and white. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to use the colored seal on the street signs for the Center of Town district. 

Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 



The Board then discussed the Center of Town and which streets should have maroon and white 

street signs. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Howard Street sign on Route 28, the Howard Street signs on 

both sides of Route 106, Shagbark Road, Moreira Way, Center Square, Center Street, River 

Street, and Bryant Street along Route 28 as it is the closest intersecting road before the Center of 

Town District begins. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the Quiet Zone request. He said that he had reached out 

to CSX Transportation to inform their engineers that the Town is a residential community and to 

request that they be mindful of that when blowing horns as they approach the railroad crossings. 

 

Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding the status of purchasing the Chapter 61A land being 

sold by the Gibson family. He stated that he contacted the attorney on specifying the buyers and 

sellers fees so that the Town could appropriately continue with the process. He said he had not 

yet heard back. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board concerning the cost of establishing a traffic signal at East and East 

Center Streets.  He stated that the estimated cost is $1 million and that a design study is usually 

about 10% of the cost. Mr. Gagne said a more realistic figure is higher than $1 million and 

therefore he was projecting the design study to be about $100,000 to $130,000. He suggested 

submitting an article to fund the design study at the Special Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that Town Meeting costs about $300 to $700 which primarily is from Town 

Counsel costs in attending the meeting and reviewing articles and motions. 

 

Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding a traffic study for the Proposed Brockton Casino. 

He stated that the developers of the Brockton Casino must submit their full application by 

September 30, which would include surrounding community designations. He said that the Town 

has not received such a designation as of yet but that the Board should award a contract for an 

independent traffic study as opposed to relying on the study provided by the developer. He said 

that the Town of Easton is using Beta Engineering and that it would be benficial to do it in 

tandem. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to award the traffic study contract to Beta Engineering as part of the 

research for the proposed Brockton Casino. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne then said that the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and tours of the new Middle/Senior High 

School will be on Saturday, September 12.  

 

Mr. Lawrence stated that the new school opened for the first day of school yesterday. Mr. 

Lawrence MOVED to forward letters to the principals and the Superintendent of Schools 

congratulating them all on a successful first day of school. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so 

voted unanimously. 

 



At 8:55 p.m., the Board  MOVED to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL Chapter 

30A, Section 21(a) Exception 2 to conduct contract negotiations with non-union personnel, 

specifically to conduct contract negotiations with the Town Accountant. Open Session will not 

reconvene. Roll Call vote showed: Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, yes. 

 

____________________ 

Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

List of Documents in Agenda Packet – September 2, 2015. 

 Meeting Packet for Nara Hookah Lounge, application for Cordials Permit, change of location 

and change of hours. 

 Police Report regarding requests from Nara Hookah Lounge 

 Letter from Dean Hardy requesting to install lights at Beacon/West Street Veterans Memorial 

Park 

 Garage Repair License Application from ICU Auto Marine and Solutions 

 Memo from Town Administrator listing recommendations to the Local Historic District By Law  

 Proposed schedule and timeline for Local Historic District 

 Resolution for Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 

 Resolution proclaiming Eldon Moreira Way 

 Minutes of June 15, 2015 

 Minutes of August 12, 2015 

 Strategic Planning Goals and Team Leaders 

 Letter from Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent recommending the hire of Mr. 

Brandon Filippini 

 Resume of Brandon Filippini 

 Email notification from Ms. Colleen McGettrick regarding not seeking reappointment to 

Recycling Committee 

 Letter of Resignation from Mr. Josh Freitas from the Cultural Council 

 Special Permit and Site Plan Review for 254 and 256 Pleasant Street for contractor offices and 

storage yard 

 One Day liquor license request from Lions Club for Beer Tent at Park Day 

 Request from Knights of Columbus to solicit contributions at various business establishments in 

October  

 Letter from MassDOT approving request for maroon street signs in Center of Town with original 

letter of request from Town Administrator 

 Center of Town District Map 

 Letter sent to CSX Transportation and Ryan Coholan, of the MBTA, regarding limiting train 

noise 

 Federal Railroad Administration’s Train Horn & Quiet Zone Rule 

 Letter to Atty. Jan Whiting regarding the sale of vacant land by Ms. Marion Gibson 

 Email from Kien Ho regarding traffic study for proposed Brockton Casino 

 Invitation to Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the new West Bridgewater Middle/Senior High School 


